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Church History of Second Missionary Baptist Church
(Condensed)

It is through written and oral history that we, the Second Baptist Church of Centralia, Illinois
can trace its origin back to its humble beginnings. For this blessing, we give all praises and
honor unto God, our creator, who is our everything. To God be the glory for the things He has
done.

The Second Baptist Church of Centralia, Illinois had its beginning in the year of 1869. The early
Black settlers of this community, when few in number, had worshipped with their White
brethren at First Baptist Church, where the pastor was Rev. Jeremiah Sails. Under the
leadership of Rev. Robert Williams, Sr., a group of Black Christians, feeling the need for a
greater spiritual outlet, met with a group of White Christians to discuss organizing a church of
their own. It is possible that no succeeding membership worked as hard to acquire a better
church home. Members of that group were Kitty Willliams, Nettie & Tom Scott, Henrietta
Williams, Lucy & Ben Vernon, Jetson Duncan, Mary Calaway, Ann Stewart, Rebecca Givins,
and Norvella Corneal. Though God's guidance, their own spiritual inspirations, their will to
serve God, and untiring efforts, this small group left to us, their future generations, our beloved
Second Baptist Church, built on a site donated by Colonel George Pittenger, and located on the
corner of Haussler and Maple Streets. Second Baptist Church was established in love and truth,
dedicated in trust and in faith to the up-building of God's Holy Kingdom.

Second Baptist Church started in a one room building, which was later replaced by a large
frame building. On a rainy afternoon in 1917, the late Mother Laura Leake slowly turned the
first spade of earth for the new frame building. The late Mother Martha Bibb held the umbrella,
while the late Rev. Carter read the scripture. This building was started and completed under
the pastorship of Rev. Carter. An interesting note was furnished by the late Deacon Madison
Calybourne, who was a moving force in the building of the frame structure. On the day of the
ground breaking ceremony, $8.18 was the morning collection, and $16.32 was the total
collection for the day.

In the 14£> years of existence, twenty Shepherds have led the flock at Second Missionary Baptist
Church. They are as follows: the Rev. McAllister was the first pastor of Second Baptist Church;
Rev. Daniels, Rev. Spills, Rev. Wesley, Rev. Allison, Rev. Fitz, Rev. Carter, Rev. Ellis, Rev.
Gains, Rev. E.M. Porter, Rev. R. C. Schultz (-1946), Rev. Owen D. Pelt (1946-1949), Rev. J.R.
Johnson (1949-1952), Rev. J. Royster Powell (1953-1957), Rev, Lewis W. Mundy (1958-1971), Rev.
James S, Hubbard (1972-1975), Rev. Charles E. Brown, Sr. (1977-1995), Rev. Donald Seaton, Jr.
(1998-2000), Rev. Hubert D. Bankhead (2001-2012), and Rev. Isaac D. Parker (2012-present).

Our late pastor, Rev. Charles E. Brown, Sr., assumed the reins of leadership in October, 1977.
Although the above-listed pastors served well in their capacity as pastors of our church, it must



be stated that under the pastorate of the late Rev. Charles E. Brown, Sr., this church succeeded
in making its dreams become a reality. In 1980, the final plans were made to raise the church
parsonage and build an Education Building at the cost of $88,000. In April, 1981, our new
Education Building was dedicated and paid for in full. In October, 1984, our old church
sanctuary was raised so that a new edifice could be built at a cost of $110,000. Through our
many prayers and unfaltering faith in God, our congregation was able to march into our new
sanctuary on April 28, 1985. The new church sanctuary indebtedness was completely paid off
in just 18 months ~ an accomplishment the whole church membership is extremely proud of.
Under Rev. Brown, the idea for a "Wall of Memory" in honor and memory of our deceased
members was founded, started and completed. The estate of the Mr. Leo Jones provided the
first funds ($500.00) for the "Wall of Memory" project which was completed in 1988. In 1993,
the church entered into yet another building project, with the building of the Fellowship Hall at
a cost of $125,000, with a fully equipped and modern kitchen. The church has also purchased
and renovated the church parsonage.

On June 4, 1995, our church was rocked to its' knees and touched with great sadness by the
sudden death of our beloved pastor, Rev. Charles E. Brown, Sr. He left a great void in the
church and in all of our lives. To forever honor his memory, we rededicated our Fellowship
Hall in memory of his great works, and renamed it the Rev. Charles E. Brown, Sr. Fellowship
Hall.

Rev. Robert James became our Interim Pastor after Rev. Brown's passing, and served our
church well. On August 2, 1998, the reins of leadership were taken by Rev. Donald D. Seaton,
Jr., whose leadership put on the threshold of a new era of service unto our Lord. Rev. Seaton
initiated the Pastor's Council for the church, and was instrumental in getter together a musical
workshop under the dynamic direction of Bro. Elige Jones, a renowned musician of the
community. During Rev. Seaton's pastorage, we had three members join the Trustee Board,
and had various improvements made to the parsonage. In June, 2000, Rev. Seaton announced
his resignation, and once again, our church was without pastoral leadership and guidance.

After much prayer, we again started the search for a new pastor, while leaning heavily on God
for His guidance and leadership. On September 8, 2001, Rev. Hubert Bankhead became the
leader of our church. During his time here, Rev. Bankhead was instrumental in guiding our
church in new directions. During this time, we saw the addition of associate ministers, new
Deacons, and various ministerial, community, and educational programs. Also, during this
time, we remodeled our dining and kitchen areas with new tables, chairs and carpentry. Other
renovation projects included finishing the bell tower for our church bell and the installation of
the lighted cross. Phase II of the "Wall of Memory" project was completed with a new wall
being erected on the east side of the foyer of the sanctuary. The funds for Phase II came from
the families of the late Rev. J.R. Johnson, our 13th pastor, and the late Ms. Addie Regina White.
The church also formed a Wellness Ministry, with various wellness seminars being given on a



wide range of pertinent medical issues of our time. Our church also saw the purchase of a new
bus during this time. Additionally during this time, the church held an Old Fashioned Church
Day in honor of Phase HI of our Church Family Tree Project, "which was the vision of the late
Doris Clark, where the first draft of the family tree was presented to the church with 152
surnames of the original membership listed on it. The membership of the church received small
replicas of the old church, and the day concluded with an old fashioned meal from the past.
The following year, the final phase of this project was completed with labels on the Family Tree
detailing all members in the church with their original surname families. After much thought
and prayer, and after eleven years of service, Rev. Bankhead decided to resign in May, 2012.

But to God be the gloryl In June, 2012, our church family was richly blessed in that God sent us
Rev. Isaac D. Parker to become our new shepherd, and guide us through God's Word on the
road God has planned for our lives and ministry. We have witnessed a high number of old
members return to the church, combined with a large number of new members joining, either
by baptismal or Christian experience.

Not only is Rev. Parker a motivating and uplifting speaker, he's a passionate musician and
singer. He and his wife, Linda, have proven to be a dynamic due in that she too is a gifted
singer and speaker. We have seen our choirs benefit tremendously from their guidance and
teaching. The Wednesday night Bible Study sessions continue to grow in attendance, with the
message being delivered in a way that all those in attendance truly understand the Word of
God, and how our lives are blessed. These are truly two phenomenal shepherds who are
continuing to lead Second Missionary Baptist Church on the path to continue to receive God's
richest blessings. We are grateful beyond measure that for the 14£ years as a church we, here at
Second Baptist Church, have been the possessor and receiver of unlimited blessings from our
Heavenly Father.

Second Missionary Baptist Church has so much to be proud of, and we truly are thankful to
God Almighty for our long and fruitful existence as a church. This is a direct testimony to all
the faithful men and women who, by the grace of God, labored through the years in the
vineyard of Second Missionary Baptist Church. We have the distinct honor of being the oldest
Black Baptist church in Centralia, and the oldest continuous church in the Mt. Olive District.
The Mt. Olive District is a district that is heavy in tradition and history in that it is the oldest
district in the state of Illinois and the third oldest religious organization in the United States.

From its inception, the primary goal of Second Missionary Baptist Church has been to save
souls and maintain a church home for its people. In our 14k years of existence as a church, we
have the firm assurance that God has been good to us. Our legacy for future generations of
Second Missionary Baptist Church is that the flame of true unity will be forever lit for all to see
as they seek God and His guidance. As 14k wonderful years of glorious past yields to an even
more prosperous future, it is in humbleness and the spirit of thanksgiving that we, as members



of Second Missionary Baptist Church thankfully remember that Jesus is the rock of our
salvation, and light unto our path, for through Him, all things are possible.

While 14(s> years marks a long time in the glorious heritage of our church, we know it is through
the grace of Almighty God that we have come this far, and through His Divine Guidance, He
will continue to lead us on. As we strive to work together in the days ahead, let us not forget
that we can do so much more.

We are so thankful for the many who have labored so that we can enjoy the fruits of those
labors. We don't know what else there is in store for us as a church, but we know that through
prayer and God's guidance we are blessed as a people. In all that we strive to do here at Second
Missionary Baptist Church, let it be in the spirit of love because we look at each day as a day of
thanksgiving.
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