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 Note from Pastor: Please feel free to ask questions don’t be too shy to inquire, before, during, after class 
or contact us through the web through the SBC’S website, Facebook, Twitter or YouTube page.  

All questions are welcomed and encouraged.   

• Questions add to a point of teaching that will make the efforts more complete.   
• Did you know that questions can help in the teaching process?   
• Questions can make the teacher better able to communicate and give us a better sense in the 

application of the Word in our walk with GOD. 
Prayer: 
During these times: We should look to the mountains, it is where our help comes from. 
 My help comes from the LORD, the Maker of heaven and earth, He will not let your foot slip. 

Pastor’s Review: 

There is no definite known author of the Letter of Hebrews, however, because of the writing 
style it is believed by all indications that Paul might be the author. 

Review: Chp. 11    Faith Hall of Fame 

And without faith it is impossible to please God, because anyone who comes to Him must 
believe that He exists and that He rewards those who earnestly seek Him.  (v.6) 

• List of persons that have been noted for their faith and belief in God. 
• These OT believers written about in the NT scripture; all were recipients of the faith that 

brings about salvation.  
• God attributing faith for salvation; wherever He would find it is manifest in scripture. 
• Recipients of saving faith; demonstrated what saving faith brings about in the believer. 
• Saving faith always reveals itself; it shows itself. 
• There is no “trench coat secret agent” Christian;  
• Faith it’s not hidden if you truly believe and trust Jesus as your Lord and Savior. 
• These all believed and their faith brought about movement. 
• All references for living for Christ is in the Bible. 

From Moses to David and Samuel and the prophets.   (v.23-39) 
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• All commended for their faith. 
• Good testimony obtained through faith but did not received the promise. 
• Lived and died like they had seen the Lord. 
• This is not the end; Jesus has conquered death.   (1Cor. 15:55) 

Since God had planned something better for us so that only together with us would they be 
made perfect.    (v.40) 

• The fulfillment for them, as for us, is in Christ who is “the resurrection and the life.”  
(John 11:25-26) 

• We have what they didn’t have the indwelling of the Holy Spirit.  (2Cor. 1:22) 
• These people of faith who had gone before focused their faith on God and His promises.  
• Those who are outside the body of Christ cannot lay hold to God’s promises. 
•  Not by works can any man be justified... (Eph. 2:8-9) 

Review:  Chp. 12: 1-10 

Therefore, since we are surrounded by such a great cloud of witnesses, let us throw off 
everything that hinders and the sin that so easily entangles. And let us run with perseverance 
the race marked for out for us, (v.1) 

• Trust in the Lord with all your heart…. (Prov. 3:5-6) 
• Run the race with patience, which is like God who shows us patience and longsuffering. 

Fixing our eyes on Jesus, who is the author and finisher/perfecter of faith. For the joy set before 
Him He endured the cross, scorning its shame, and sat down at the right hand of the throne of 
God.     (v.2) 

Consider Him who endured such opposition from sinners, so that you will not grow weary and 
lose heart.    (v.3) 

God Disciplines His Children: 

In your struggle against sin, you have not yet resisted to the point of shedding your blood.  (v.4) 

And have you completely forgotten this word of encouragement that addresses you as a father 
addresses his son? It says, “My son…. (v.5), (Prov. 3:11-12) 

The Lord disciplines the one He loves, and He chastens everyone He accepts as His son.  (v.6) 

Endure hardship as discipline; God is treating you as His children. For what children are not 
disciplined by their father?   (v.7) 
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• God deals with His as a son/daughter; discipline is evidence that we are His children. 
• Discipline is a basis of encouragement and perseverance. 

If you are not disciplined and everyone undergoes discipline, then you are not legitimate, not 
true sons and daughters at all.    (v.8) 

• Chastening manifest who you are as a child of God.  
• For the wages of sin is death, but the free gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus.  (Rom. 

6:23) 

Moreover, we have all had human fathers who disciplined us and we respected them for it. 
How much more should we submit to the Father of spirits and live!   (v.9) 

 

Chp. 12: Review 

Overarching message that all that Christ provides is better!  

• Everyone will spend eternity somewhere… 
• Believers purpose and meaning of our lives we get from the One who created us, 

Jehovah/Yahweh, the only God. 
• This letter of better encourages Christian believers to trust Christ. 
• Jesus is the antidote for sin.   (John 14:6-7) 

o For the Old Covenant Jews, who had the school master/shadow 
o God’s discipline is not God’s judgement 
o God will judge the sinner but we are disciplined for our correction; not to 

damage but to correct us. 
• The writer likens our disciplines to our worldly fathers, who disciplines his children out 

of love for them. 
• God promised to never leave us or forsake us.   (Heb. 13:5) 

o “God promised to not put on me more than I can bear.”   (1Cor. 10:13) 
• Trials and circumstances come to test is your God able; is He still good?  (Eph. 3:20) 

o Don’t take your eyes off of Jesus. 
o Stay focused in the struggle with your faith before you.   
o God sent His Word in the flesh.   (Isa. 53-55) 

• If God doesn’t discipline you then you are not His! 
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Chp. 12: God’s discipline (v.10-17) 

They (fathers) discipline us for a little while as they thought best; but God disciplines us for our 
good, in order that we may share in His holiness.   (v.10) 

No discipline seems pleasant at the time, but painful. Later on, however, it produces a harvest 
of righteousness and peace for those who have been trained by it.   (v.11) 

• It is wholesome and beneficial; the struggles/trials God knows what He is doing. 

Therefore, strengthen your feeble arms and weak knees. (v.12) 

Make level paths for your feet, so that the lame may not be disabled, but rather healed.  (v.13) 

• Not to hinder the moral, spiritual welfare of others, especially the “lame”, those who 
waiver in the Christian faith. 

• God has promised us strength and help in times of trouble. 
• He will be bread in a barren land.  (John 6:35) 
• God will make a way; He will provide.  (Phil. 4:19; John 1:23) 
• We can be support for those who are heavy laden.  (Matt. 11:28) 
• Don’t add to God’s Word, crippling yourself and others. 

Warnings and Encouragement: 

Make every effort to live in peace with everyone and be holy; without holiness no one will see 
the Lord. (v.14)   

• “Be ye holy for I am holy.”   (1Pe. 1:15-17; 1Co. 1:2) 
o God gave the Holy Spirit, a continuing Presence to dwell in us. 
o Without holiness no one will see the Lord.   (Eph. 4:24) 
o Pursue peace with all people.   (Isa. 41:10)   
o You are the one who strengthens the hands.  (Isa. 35:3-4) 
o You are the one to make straight the paths.    (John 1:23; Isa. 40:3) 

• The relationship you have with God enables: 
o The Holy Ghost, it’s the reason you can do all these things.   (John 14: 25-27) 
o The Holy Spirit has changed you, walking with the Lord changes you. 
o Isn’t about how long you have been a Christian.   (Matt. 20:1-16) 

See to it that no one falls short of the grace of God and that no bitter root grows up to cause 
trouble and defile many.    (v.15) 

• Pride, animosity, rivalry or anything else harmful to others.  (v.6:4-8) 
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o A festering sore that spreads; look out for anything against the Word of God and 
causing trouble for others.    (John 15:12-14) 

o Conduct yourself the way.     (John 14:6) 

See that no one is sexually immoral, or is godless like Esau, who for a single meal sold his 
inheritance rights as the oldest son.      (v.16) 

• Esau had no appreciation for true values, he despised his birthright for food. (Gen. 25) 
• Fornicator: one who is unfaithful; a profane person; being okay with sinning. 
• It’s about birthright! Jesus spoke of a new birth….(John 3:1-21) 
• We are the bride of Christ, don’t allow the “old man” to creep back in. 
• Being comfortable in sin deprives you of Christ’s blessings. 
• Purity and holiness are God’s standard; we are not perfect not yet in the fullness of 

God.    (Eph. 3:15; Col. 1:19) 
• Godly sorrow that brings repentance that leads to salvation and leaves no regret, but 

worldly sorrow brings death.    (2Cor. 7:10) 
o God-centered sorrow over the wickedness of sin as opposed to self-centered 

sorrow over the consequences of sin. 
o To God be the glory for what He has done. 
o Birthright was given from God; it’s important. God fixed things by faith. 
o Faith in Christ has a surety to it. God’s promises are worth it.   (Ps. 89:34)  

 


